
IRISH WORKHOUSE CENTRE –
STILL REACHING OUT

Heritage Week 2017



WHO WE ARE
 The Irish Workhouse Centre is operated by S-E Galway 
IRD Ltd, a not-for-profit charity overseen by a voluntary 
board, using voluntary guides and temporary summer guides.

 We also operate a local training initiative (LTI) 
programme providing year-round IT training.

 Our efforts also reach to supporting those suffering with 
mental and intellectual disabilities through a dedicated 
resource focusing on older people at risk of isolation, and 

 We own the Alor Star Mental Health Centre in Portumna –
with both initiatives fully backed and operated by the HSE.

 We lead many of the tourism and community efforts for he 
region. We are home to the local historical society and publish 
a 20-page quarterly regional history journal with SEGAHS.



OUR HERITAGE WEEK 2016
From Aug 20 to Aug 28 the Workhouse hosted the following series of 

events. 
 Sat Aug 20 @ 09:30: Family Day –Free activities and tours (Free Family 

Tours) 
 Sat Aug 20 @ 11:30: Build the Workhouse – Minecraft (booking required) 
 Sun Aug 21 @ 12:30: Archaeologist’s Answers with Mary Healy 

(Q&A) 
 Sun Aug 21 @ 13:30: Prátaí na Éireann with Margaret Hickey (Talk)  

and Mary Smith (music related to the famine era and after)
 Mon Aug 22 @ 15:30: Workhouse Objects with Aileen O’Dowd (Talk & 

Tour) 
 Tue Aug 23 @ 15:30: The War before the Great War with Aron

Donnelly (Talk) 
 Wed Aug 24 @ 9:30: Co Galway Club Hurling  1884-1934 (Exhibition -

Sport) 
 Thur Aug 25 @ 15:30: Parish Registers with Dolores O’Shea (Talk -

 



OUR FOCUS – REACHING OUT

Nenagh Guardian, Connacht 
Tribune, Parish Newsletters, Text 
Alerts, Social Media, Posters – ALL 
FREE!



REACHING OUT 2016 

 An event idea organised and targeted at a new 
audience was the idea of mixing groups together than 
wouldn’t necessarily find themselves attending each 
other’s events. 

 To that end it was decided to combine three events 
on Sunday August 21st (the first Sunday) i.e.  
(i) a talk by Workhouse Archaeologist Mary Healy on 
the excavations and discoveries on the N6 and N18 
motorways - supported by exhibitions donated by 
road Infrastructure Ireland, 
(ii) a talk by Writer, Artist and Journalist Margaret 
Hickey titled ‘Prátaí na Éireann’ based around the 
foods of Ireland in the nineteenth century and 
focusing on the potato, and finally 
(iii) an Irish music interlude by well-known Irish 
musician Mary Smith who played beautiful airs from 
the nineteenth century. 



REACHING OUT 2016
 Another event targeted at a new audience was a special talk given by 

Aron Donnelly on the Franco-Prussian War. 
 The number of German and French residents in the region was 

considered in plans for HW 2016 and a topic of interest to both was 
chosen. 

 We  also invited several French & German visitors to the talk over the 
previous week - both tourists (Workhouse is also Tourist Office), and 
Visitors. 

 The event was also publicised on-line through social media and 
members of the local community with German or French links were also 
invited.

 Bilingual Workhouse staff welcomed tourists in both German and French 
and we explained the Irish connections to the Franco-Prussian War. 

 The talk was well-attended with more than 50 visitors present – almost 
all of whom joined the staff for complimentary tea/coffee and snacks 
after.



REACHING OUT 2017
OUR ADVICE
 PLAN and PLAN and PLAN
 Ask for help and work with others – partnerships with 

local societies and groups
 Reach out... 

OUR PLANS FOR HERITAGE WEEK 2017
 27 Activities planned for 2017 (3 per day) – AIMING BIG
 9 Events in the Workhouse. 
 9 Events in other towns and counties. 
 9 Publications produced for the nine days.



WITH SINCERE THANKS


	Irish Workhouse Centre – STILL Reaching Out
	Who we are
	OUR HERITAGE WEEK 2016
	OUR FOCUS – reaching out
	Reaching Out 2016 
	Reaching Out 2016
	Reaching Out 2017
	With sincere Thanks

